@ EUROCPEAN BICLOGICAILL RESOURCIEE CENTRES

NETWOIR INFORMATION RESQURCE

International Regulations for Packaging and Shipping of Microorganisms
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The most important definitions acc. to IATA DGR 49™ ed. 2008
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The Proper Shipping Name
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Packing Instructions PI 650 and PI 602
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Before dispatch of cultures
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It is important for culture collections and all institutions shipping biological materials to
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Step-by-step checklist for shippers
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International shipments

1. Is a permit or export license needed to distribute the ordered material outside the
sender's country?
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2. Are there any import or quarantine restrictions for the customer’s country?
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3. Does the order include any (Risk Group 2 - 4 organisms)?
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4. Is the recipient qualified and authorized to handle the ordered cultures?
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5. Do the National Postal Authorities concerned (sender's, transit and customer's
countries) accept infectious substances in the mail (observe IATA DGR 2.4 and UPU
restrictions)?
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6. Are 0 cultures (agar or liquid “active cultures”) to be
included in the package?
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7. Do the National Postal Authorities concerned accept 0
biological substances in the mail?
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8. Does the shipment contain only 0 0 (dried or freeze

dried) biological substances?
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National shipments

1. Does the order include any (Risk Group 2 - 4 organisms)?
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2. Is the recipient qualified to handle the ordered cultures?
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3. Does the National Postal Authority accept in the mail (observe
IATA DGR 2.4 if applicable and UPU restrictions)?
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4. Are 0 cultures (agar or liquid “active cultures”) to be
included in the package?
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5. Does the National Postal Authority accept 0 biological
substances in the mail?
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6. Does the shipment contain only 0 0 (dried or freeze
dried) biological substances?
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Example cases
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Some general hints for safe packaging
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Associated example materials as appropriate
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International Organizations
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Useful References
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