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Actinomycetes, particularly streptomycetes, have been SEIECtive |SO|ati0n
described as the greatest source of antibiotics since the of Ral'e Actinomycetes

discovery of Streptomycin from Streplomyces griseus in 1944,
Since then, actinomycetes have provided about two thirds of
the naturally occurring antibiotics, which currently count more
than 8000. Thesa include aminoglycosides, anthracyclines,
chioramphenicol, f-lactams, macrolides, tefracyclines and
other industrially important secondary metabolites. Over the
years, most antibiotics and other useful secondary metabolites
from these common genera have been studied, identified
and applied in industry, Consequently, the search for novel
compounds has concentrated on rarely isolated genera.
However, the detection and Isolation of these genera is generally
impeded by bacteria and faster growing large streptomycste
colonles on isolation plates. Specific isolation procedures are
therefore required to detect these organisms. This book deals
with the isolation procedures against this background. Authors
describe methods, which have led to the successful isolation
of bicactive compound producing rare actinomycetes from
different environments, with the belief that these methods will
complement the ongoing efforts in the industry and research
institutions, and facilitate the rapid delection and isolation of
Industrially important rare actinomycetes.
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